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So, Start the Music!  
Ronald Reagan said, “Life is one grand 
sweet song, so start the music.” Bob 
Marley said it this way, “One good thing 
about music, when it hits you, you feel no 
pain.” Lou Rawls shared this insight, 
“Music is the greatest 
communication in the 
world.” And Bono said, 
“Music can change the 
world because it can 
change people.” 

These iconic insights 
speak to the powerful 
influence of Popular 
Music. The kind of 
music with words and 
rhythm that we listen, 
relax and dance with 
that has wide appeal  
a n d i s t y p i c a l l y 
distributed to national audiences. The 
development of Popular Music began in 
the first half of the twentieth century and 
set the stage for America’s amazing 
capacity to influence musical expression 
across the world.  

Thursday September 6th, 6-8pm, you are 
invited to enjoy Dynamic Learning’s Fall 
Introductory Class “Popular Music in the 
USA 1900-1950.” This free class features 
The Mike Kasberg Trio performing live at 
the Schreiner University Callioux Activity 
Center. 

“Popular Music” will include narration by 
Mike Kasberg discussing how world 

events, technological inventions (radio 
and jukebox), big bands vs. small groups 
and the ASCAP/BMI conflicts impacted 
US music. The presentation features live 
music from  The Mike Kasberg Trio 

( K a s b e r g o n 
s a x o p h o n e , 
clarinet and flute; 
D r . D o n a l d 
Crandall on piano 
and Gary Hatch 
on upright bass) 
demons t ra t i ng 
genres of Jazz, 
Blues, Big Band, 
D i x i e l a n d , B e 
Bop and more.

M ike Kasbe rg 
h a s b e e n 
engaged in the 

Kerrville music scene for over three 
decades. He has served as Band Director 
at Kerrville ISD and helped Schreiner 
U n i v e r s i t y d e v e l o p t h e i r M u s i c 
Department. He performs frequently at a 
wide range of venues from The Point 
Theater, to directing musicals at the 
Cai l loux Theater, to enter ta in ing 
audiences at public and private venues. 
His ensembles perform multiple styles 
including R&B, Jazz, Motown, Blues and 
Pop music and are often accompanied by 
vocals delivered by his wife Julie 
Kasberg, a Senior Wealth Management 
Financial Advisor for UBS. 

Mike Kasberg Trio
 Pop Music in the USA

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/kind
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/rhythm


Mike expresses, “I was put here on earth 
to share the musical gift I’ve been given 
and fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity to perform with top musicians 
in our area. My ensembles play 
everything from 1920 Jazz to songs from 
Stevie Wonder, Guns n Roses, and Otis 
Redding; there’s really no telling what is 
gonna come out next! I love it all!”

Mike plays a range of instruments as 
well. “The clarinet is really fun to play! It 
has a large range and can really ‘talk’. I 
currently concentrate a great deal of time 
pursuing my long time dream of being a 
Jazz flutist; it is so expressive and adds a 
new dimension to my ensembles. But, I 
have to say the tenor sax is my go to 
horn. I’ve been playing it long enough 
that I don’t have to think of what to play 
since it is just an extension of me.”

Mike loves to play the blues as expressed 
in two of his favorite quotes: “You can’t 
play the blues in an air conditioned room” 
- Blues Brothers and  “The blues ain’t 
nothin but a good man feeling bad”...- 
Willie Brown

The Trio includes acclaimed pianist and 
Schreiner Professor Don Crandall Ph.D. 
Plus Gary Hatch, a proud Texas Aggie 
with Peter Lewis Architects, performing 
on Upright Bass. Don and Gary’s 
passions and skills at making the 
keyboard and upright bass come alive will 
truly entertain you.

Don began performing with his father at 
age 11 and enjoyed wonderful father-and-
son opportunities to perform together. He 
says, “Never underestimate the gift of art 
passed on to future generations.” Gary 
Hatch grew up with the sounds of 
Dixieland jazz and Big Band and 
attributes his father’s love for New 
Orleans jazz as his biggest musical 

influence. Gary discovered his ear for the 
bass so the upright bass was a natural fit. 

Mike, Don and Gary get inspired 
performing with other talented musicians 
in the Hill Country. Gary says, “There is 
something wonderfully fulfilling about a 
bunch of friends making music and 
communicating together a musical 
language through their instruments. Each 
unscripted solo is laid out there. No 
matter how often we play a tune, it is 
unique every time and we delight in 
seeing our audience experience a similar 
joy as we play.”
   
You are invited to enjoy DLI’s free Fall ‘18 
Intro Class. Reservations are limited and 
seating is first-come-first-served. The 
evening will include an introduction of the 
DLI Fall Semester Classes hosted by the 
DLI Board of Directors. To register, call 
792-4044 Monday through Friday, or 
register online at www.clubed.net.

Until next week...Remember learning is a 
treasure that follows its owner 
everywhere!

About Anderson - DLI 
Chairman Jeff Anderson 
is servant pastor of 
S E R V K e r r v i l l e , a 
nonprofit collaborating 
with community partners 
to empower l i fe long 
learning.
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